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NYC WATERSHED PROGRAM 
PROTECTING YOUR DRINKING WATER 

 
Riverkeeper’s Watershed team ensures that the drinking water from the NYC Watershed remains safe and of the highest quality.   
 
WHAT IS THE NYC WATERSHED? 

The New York City Watershed supplies up to 1.5 billion gallons of unfiltered 
drinking water daily to more than 9 million New Yorkers living in New York 
City and parts of Westchester, Putnam, Orange and Ulster Counties. 
Comprising approximately 2,000 square miles of land in the Catskill 
Mountains and the Hudson Valley, the watershed system contains 19 
reservoirs and 3 controlled lakes that are connected by thousands of miles 
of pipes. The Catskill/Delaware Watershed is located west of the Hudson 
River. The Croton Watershed is east of the Hudson River. Although the two 
systems are geographically distinct, they are interrelated, as water from the 
Catskill/Delaware Watershed flows into reservoirs in the Croton Watershed 
before being distributed in New York City. 
 
WHAT ARE THE THREATS TO THE WATERSHED? 

SPRAWL: Sprawl style development is on the rise across the Watershed. 
The greatest consequence of sprawl is the increase in impervious surfaces 
(roads, driveways, building footprints), which devour open space, wetlands, 
forests, and hillsides, increasing erosion and curtailing the landscape's 
ability to naturally purify stormwater. Instead, rainwater washes pollutants 
off the roads, parking lots, etc., and deposits them into the nearest 
waterway.  
 
Riverkeeper works with local groups and governments, reviewing 
development plans and advocating for a "build up, not out” approach to 
growth that encourages development within existing community centers and the preservation of outlying open spaces. 
 
GAS DRILLING: Industrial gas drilling using high-volume hydraulic fracturing is the largest single threat to the future health of the 
watershed today. Working with a coalition of elected officials, community activists and non-profits, Riverkeeper is leading the effort 
to ban drilling within the NYC Watershed and all other sensitive water supply areas.  
 
LAX POLLUTION ENFORCEMENT: Riverkeeper uses federal, state, and local environmental laws to keep pollution out of our 
drinking water supply. At any given time, the Watershed team is involved in multiple cases and investigations aimed at keeping 
businesses within the watershed in compliance with these laws. 
 
In addition, as a signatory to the landmark 1997 Watershed Memorandum of Agreement, Riverkeeper works to ensure New York 
City’s compliance with the watershed protection measures agreed upon by city, state, and federal officials. One useful tool in this 
public watchdog process is the DEP Report Card that we publish annually. 
 
AGING INFRASTRUCTURE: The 6,000-mile network of pipes, shafts and subterranean aqueducts, once regarded as one of 
America’s proudest engineering accomplishments, is now in a state of disrepair due to shrinking federal funds for water 
infrastructure in recent decades. The 85-mile long Delaware Aqueduct has been leaking approximately 35 million gallons of water 
a day for almost 20 years, wasting huge amounts of water and causing extensive property damage in the process. 
 
In the Croton system, the New Croton Aqueduct’s tunnels and shafts are also in serious need of rehabilitation. Riverkeeper has 
been actively lobbying for repairs to this critical water infrastructure and will continue to do so until the necessary repairs are made. 

 
For more information, or to become a member, please contact us at: 

Riverkeeper, 20 Secor Road, Ossining, NY 10562, (800) 21-RIVER, (914) 478-4501 
 info@riverkeeper.org, www.riverkeeper.org 
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