Hudson River Water Quality Report: June 15 - 18, 2010
Together with our science partners from Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory and Queens
College, Riverkeeper sampled for Enteroccocus (an indicator of untreated sewage) at our
75 standard sampling locations between June 15 and June 18.
Summary
Unacceptable Enterococcus (Entero) counts were found at 14 sampling sites, compared with 4
in May. Eleven of the 14 were from Castleton north. New York Harbor and the waters around
Manhattan had lower Entero counts than the upper estuary.
Conditions
Rainfall during this patrol was greater than in May – but still relatively light throughout. A cold
front passed through mid patrol with some showers – rainfall records indicate more in the
northern half of the estuary in the days before sampling.
Some Observations
Upper Sparkill Creek (above the tide): Unacceptable again, as in May, and this month,
the cell count was even higher.
Orangetown and Rockland sewer plants combined outfall at Piermont Pier: The outfall
tested high this month. This location has unacceptably high Entero counts roughly half
of the days we sample [5 of 6 times in 2006, 4 of 11 times in 2007, 5 of 8 times in 2008
and 3 of 7 times in 2009]. So far this year, it was acceptable when we sampled in May
but not so on June 16 – so we’re right where we would expect – only 50% acceptable.
This is the only outfall where I see cormorants and Herring Gulls fishing. They are hitting
small bait fish which seem to almost always be present at this outfall. What are the fish
eating?
Newburg launch ramp: Water quality was unacceptable on June 17.
In 2008, 6 of 6 samples we collected at this location were acceptable. In 2009, only 2 of
7 were acceptable. What changed? So far this year, the May sample passed but June
was unacceptably high even though more rain was recorded prior to sampling in May. It
appears that there are other factors than rain affecting cell counts at this location.
Catskill Creek: This month, we found higher Entero counts near the mouth than farther
in the Creek at the first bridge. Usually the reverse is true.
Mohawk and Hudson Rivers above their confluence at Waterford: As when we sampled
in May, the Mohawk side was unacceptable and the Hudson was okay. This is the usual
pattern we’ve measured here since May 2008 – the Hudson generally tests lower for
Entero than the Mohawk.

June 2010 Sampling Data
For River Mile 0 to River Mile 44, the following standards apply:

For River Mile River Mile 45 north, the following standards apply:

To learn more about Riverkeeper’s Water Quality Program, and to view historic sampling data, please
visit www.riverkeeper.org/water-quality/hudson.

